
Hydro Jetting vs Traditional Drain Cleaning: 

Performance Differences 

 
 

Hydro jetting and traditional drain cleaning both clear clogged pipes, but they work in very 

different ways and deliver different results. Hydro jetting uses high-pressure water to remove 

buildup from pipe walls, while traditional methods like snaking break through blockages without 

fully cleaning the pipe. 

 

If you’re dealing with slow drains, recurring clogs, or grease buildup, choosing the right method 

matters. In places like Florida, where humidity, grease, and tree roots are common issues, the 

wrong choice can lead to repeated plumbing problems. This guide explains how each method 

performs, when to use them, and what most homeowners don’t know before calling a plumber. 

What Is Hydro Jetting and How Does It Work? 

Hydro jetting is a drain-cleaning method that uses high-pressure water to clear blockages and 

scrub the pipe walls. It doesn’t just push debris forward—it completely removes grease, sludge, 

and mineral buildup. 

 

https://drainagesolutionsfl.com/hydro-jetting/


A specialized hose with a multi-directional nozzle is inserted into the pipe. Water is then blasted 

at pressures up to 4,000 PSI, breaking down even stubborn deposits. What many homeowners 

don’t realize is that hydro jetting acts like a deep clean. It restores the pipe to a closer 

approximation of its original diameter, improving flow and reducing future clogs. 

 

Hydro jetting is not just for emergencies. It is often used as preventive maintenance in 

commercial kitchens and older homes. 

What Is Traditional Drain Cleaning? 

Traditional drain cleaning typically involves tools like drain snakes, augers, or chemical 

solutions. These methods focus on removing the blockage rather than cleaning the pipe. 

 

A plumber inserts a metal cable into the drain to break apart or pull out the clog. This works well 

for simple obstructions like hair, paper, or small debris. The limitation is that residue remains 

inside the pipe. Grease, soap scum, and mineral deposits stay behind, which can quickly lead to 

another clog. 

Performance Comparison: Cleaning Power 

Hydro jetting delivers full-pipe cleaning, while traditional methods provide partial clearing. This is 

the biggest difference in performance. Hydro jetting removes buildup along the entire pipe wall. 

Traditional tools create a path through the blockage but leave most deposits untouched. 

 

Why This Matters 

 

● Hydro jetting improves water flow significantly 

● Traditional cleaning may fix the issue temporarily 

● Residual buildup can cause repeated problems 

 

If your drains clog again within weeks or months, it’s because the pipe wasn’t fully cleaned. 

Which Method Lasts Longer? 

Hydro jetting provides longer-lasting results because it removes the root cause of clogs. 

Traditional cleaning leads to recurring issues since buildup remains inside the pipe. In homes, 

grease and soap residue accumulate quickly due to frequent use of water. Hydro jetting reduces 

the chances of re-clogging by clearing these layers completely. 

 

A kitchen drain cleared with a snake may clog again in 2–3 months. The same drain cleaned 

with hydro jetting can stay clear for a year or more, depending on usage. 



Cost Differences: Short-Term vs Long-Term Value 

Traditional drain cleaning is cheaper upfront, but hydro jetting can be more cost-effective over 

time. Snaking usually costs less because it requires basic tools and less time. Hydro jetting 

involves specialized equipment and trained technicians, making it more expensive initially. 

Hidden Cost Factor 

Repeated service calls add up. If you need frequent cleanings, traditional methods can end up 

costing more in the long run. Choosing based on price alone can lead to ongoing expenses. 

 

● Traditional cleaning: Lower initial cost, higher repeat frequency 

● Hydro jetting: Higher upfront cost, fewer repeat visits 

 

Safety and Pipe Condition Considerations 

Hydro jetting is safe for most pipes, but may not be suitable for older or damaged plumbing. 

Traditional methods are generally safer for fragile systems. Before hydro jetting, professionals 

inspect the pipes using a camera. This ensures there are no cracks or weak points that could 

worsen under pressure. 

 

When Hydro Jetting Is Not Recommended 

 

● Old clay or corroded pipes 

● Pipes with existing leaks or fractures 

● Poorly installed plumbing systems 

 

In these cases, traditional cleaning or repairs may be the better option. 

Effectiveness Against Different Types of Blockages 

Hydro jetting is more effective for grease, sludge, and scale buildup, while traditional cleaning 

works well for solid obstructions. Different clogs require different approaches. Understanding 

this helps avoid unnecessary costs and delays. 

 

Hydro Jetting Works Best For: 

 

● Grease buildup in kitchen drains 

● Mineral deposits in hard water areas 

● Tree root intrusion (light to moderate cases) 

 

Traditional Cleaning Works Best For: 

 

https://drainagesolutionsfl.com/video-pipe-inspection/
https://drainagesolutionsfl.com/video-pipe-inspection/


● Hair clogs in bathroom drains 

● Small object blockages 

● Emergency quick fixes 

 

 

Environmental Impact: Which Option Is Cleaner? 

Hydro jetting is more environmentally friendly because it uses only water, while traditional 

methods may involve chemicals. Chemical drain cleaners can harm pipes and pollute water 

systems. Even mechanical methods sometimes require follow-up chemical treatments. Hydro 

jetting avoids these risks entirely. 

 

In regions like Florida, where water systems connect to sensitive ecosystems, reducing 

chemical use is important. Hydro jetting offers a safer approach for both homes and the 

environment. 

Maintenance Benefits Most Homeowners Miss 

Hydro jetting can be used as a preventive maintenance tool, not just a fix for clogs. Traditional 

cleaning is usually reactive. Scheduling hydro jetting once a year can keep pipes clean and 

prevent major blockages. This is especially useful for: 

 



● Restaurants and commercial kitchens 

● Large households 

● Older plumbing systems 

 

 Preventive hydro jetting reduces emergency plumbing calls, which are often more expensive 

and disruptive. 

When Should You Choose Hydro Jetting Over Traditional 

Cleaning? 

Hydro jetting is the better choice when clogs recur, are severe, or are caused by buildup along 

pipe walls. Traditional cleaning is suitable for minor, one-time blockages. If you’re unsure, a 

professional inspection can help determine the right approach. 

 

Choose hydro jetting if: 

 

● Drains clog frequently 

● Water flow is consistently slow 

● There is grease or sludge buildup 

 

Choose traditional cleaning if: 

 

● The clog is recent and isolated 

● You need a quick, low-cost fix 

● Pipes are old or fragile 

Common Mistakes to Avoid When Choosing a Method 

● Ignoring recurring clogs and opting for quick fixes 

● Using chemical cleaners before a professional inspection 

● Skipping camera inspections before hydro jetting 

● Choosing the cheapest option instead of the most effective one. A proper diagnosis is 

just as important as the cleaning method itself. 

FAQs 

Is hydro jetting better than snaking for all clogs? 

Hydro jetting is not always the best option, but it is more effective for deep cleaning and 

recurring problems. It removes grease, sludge, and buildup throughout the entire pipe, helping 

prevent future clogs. Snaking, on the other hand, is ideal for simple, one-time blockages where 

the goal is to restore flow quickly. The right choice depends on the severity of the clog and the 

overall condition of your plumbing system. 



How often should hydro jetting be done? 

For most residential properties, hydro jetting once every 12 to 24 months is enough to keep 

pipes clean and functioning properly. Homes with frequent usage, such as large families or 

properties with older plumbing, may benefit from more regular cleaning. In commercial settings 

like restaurants, hydro jetting may be required every few months due to heavy grease buildup.  

Can hydro jetting damage pipes? 

Hydro jetting is safe when used on pipes that are in good condition and properly inspected 

beforehand. Professional plumbers typically perform a camera inspection to check for cracks, 

corrosion, or weak joints before starting the process. If the pipes are already damaged or very 

old, the high pressure could worsen those issues. In such cases, alternative cleaning methods 

or repairs are usually recommended to avoid further damage. 

Why do my drains keep clogging after snaking? 

Drains often clog again after snaking because the method only clears a narrow path through the 

blockage, not the entire pipe. Residue like grease, soap scum, and mineral deposits remains 

stuck to the pipe walls. Over time, this buildup traps new debris, leading to repeated clogs. This 

is why many homeowners experience recurring issues even after multiple snaking sessions. 

Is hydro jetting worth the cost? 

Hydro jetting may seem more expensive at first, but it often provides better value over time. 

Thoroughly cleaning the pipes reduces the chances of repeat clogs and lowers the need for 

frequent service calls. This can save money on maintenance and prevent unexpected plumbing 

emergencies.  

Choosing the Right Drain Cleaning Method for Long-Term Results 

Hydro jetting and traditional drain cleaning serve different purposes, but their performance 

differences are clear. Hydro jetting offers deeper cleaning, longer-lasting results, and better 

prevention, while traditional methods provide quick and affordable fixes for minor issues. 

 

 

 

If you’re dealing with recurring clogs or slow drains, it may be time to move beyond temporary 

solutions. Contact Drainage Solutions Inc today for expert hydro jetting and drain cleaning 

services that address the root cause and keep your plumbing system running smoothly. 
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