
Florida’s Rainy Season Is Here: Is Your Storm Drain 

Ready? 

 
 

● Florida’s rainy season can cause flooding if storm drains aren’t maintained. 

● Jetting and regular inspections help keep drains clear and effective. 

● Schedule maintenance early to avoid costly damage and health risks. 

 

From May through October, Florida transforms into a storm magnet. Intense afternoon showers, 

sudden flash floods, and unpredictable tropical systems characterize the state’s rainy season. 

When the skies open up, your property’s first defense isn’t just your roof or your landscaping, it’s 

your storm drain. If your storm drainage system is neglected or clogged, even a brief summer 

rain can turn into a serious flood hazard. Ensuring your storm drain is prepared is essential not 

only for protecting your property but for maintaining the health and safety of your community. 

Understanding Florida’s Rainy Season 

The rainy season in Florida isn’t just an occasional inconvenience. It brings consistent, heavy 

rainfall that can saturate the ground and overwhelm poorly maintained drainage systems. With 

the combination of afternoon storms, slow-moving tropical weather systems, and hurricane 

season, you’re faced with an extended period of high water levels and drainage stress. 



 

During these months, your storm drains work harder than any other time of the year. If your 

system hasn’t been maintained, it might not stand a chance against even moderate rainfall. The 

earlier you prepare, the more peace of mind you’ll have as the storms begin to roll in. 

Why Storm Drain Maintenance Is Crucial 

Your storm drainage system is a critical component of your property's infrastructure. When it 

functions properly, you barely notice it. But when it fails, the consequences can be immediate 

and expensive. 

Prevents Street and Property Flooding 

Storm drains are designed to redirect rainwater away from streets, sidewalks, driveways, and 

building foundations. When your drains are clear and functioning, water flows quickly through 

the system and into designated outlets. 

 

However, a clogged or obstructed drain can back up water onto your property, leading to 

localized flooding. This not only makes your space unsafe for vehicles and pedestrians but can 

also allow water to seep into your home, causing interior damage and structural instability. 

Reduces Health Risks Associated with Standing Water 

You might not think much of a puddle, but standing water quickly becomes a breeding ground 

for disease-carrying insects like mosquitoes. Florida's hot, humid environment creates the 

perfect conditions for mosquito eggs to hatch within just a few days. 

 

When your storm drain can’t handle runoff, that excess water creates pools that can linger for 

hours or days. Beyond mosquitoes, standing water can contain bacteria and contaminants that 

pose serious health risks, especially if pets or children come into contact with it. 

Maintains Compliance for HOAs, Businesses, and Municipalities 

If you manage a commercial property, belong to a homeowners’ association, or operate within 

local government jurisdictions, you may be required to maintain storm drain infrastructure. 

Ignoring your responsibilities can lead to fines or citations for environmental violations. 

 

Proper maintenance ensures that your drainage systems meet state and local stormwater 

management standards and avoid costly legal consequences. Regular inspections and 

cleanings demonstrate a commitment to safety, responsibility, and environmental stewardship. 

Avoids Costly Damage to Landscaping, Infrastructure, and Foundation 

Rainwater that doesn't drain properly can devastate your landscaping. Soil erosion, root 

damage, and drowned plants are all signs of poor stormwater control. Worse yet, that same 
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water can eat away at your property's infrastructure, from paved surfaces to foundational 

concrete. 

 

Over time, small drainage issues snowball into major repair projects that cost far more than 

preventive maintenance ever would. If you take action before damage appears, you protect your 

investment and avoid future financial burdens. 

Signs Your Storm Drain May Be Clogged 

Many property owners miss the early indicators of a drainage problem. Spotting the warning 

signs early gives you time to act before a storm turns a minor issue into a major one. 

Water Pooling after Rainfall 

After a typical Florida downpour, rainwater should clear relatively quickly. If you see puddles 

lingering for hours in your driveway, yard, or parking lot, there’s likely a blockage somewhere in 

the drainage system. This trapped water can start to infiltrate building structures, especially if it 

pools near exterior walls or basement windows. 

Slow Drainage and Gurgling Sounds 

If your storm drains or nearby inlets seem slow to respond during a storm, or you hear strange 

gurgling noises coming from them, don’t ignore it. These are signs that water is struggling to 

move through the pipes due to partial clogs or sediment buildup. These noises are the drain 

system’s distress signals, warning you that a full blockage might be imminent. 

Visible Debris Covering Grates 

Storm drain grates should be clear of debris. Leaves, trash, mulch, and even small branches 

often accumulate around inlets, especially after lawn care or windy weather. If your grates are 

covered, water can’t get into the system at all, no matter how clear the pipes are. What starts as 

a minor obstruction on the surface can result in significant surface flooding during a storm. 

Unpleasant Odors from Drains 

If a foul smell is wafting up from your storm drain, that’s a sign that organic material is 

decomposing inside. Clogged drains often trap leaves, grass, and other biodegradable matter. 

As it breaks down, it emits unpleasant odors and attracts pests. It can also accelerate corrosion 

in older pipes, leading to structural degradation over time. 

Erosion or Sinkholes near Drain Sites 

Any changes to the ground near your drainage areas should be taken seriously. If you notice 

soil shifting, small sinkholes forming, or uneven terrain, your drain system might be leaking or 

failing beneath the surface. Erosion near drain openings or along channels is often a red flag 



that water isn’t flowing where it should. Addressing this early can prevent major structural 

repairs. 

Tips for Maintaining Your Storm Drains 

 
 

Effective maintenance doesn’t have to be complicated. With a few regular habits and the right 

professional support, you can keep your system in top shape all season long. 

Routine Visual Inspections 

Take a few minutes each week to walk around your property and visually inspect your storm 

drains. Especially after heavy rain or high winds, look for anything that might be blocking the 

grates or causing water to pool. 

 

Inspections are your first line of defense and don’t require any tools or expertise. The more 

familiar you are with your system’s normal appearance, the easier it will be to spot problems. 



Clear Surface Debris Regularly 

Leaves, grass clippings, and litter quickly become obstacles to efficient drainage. Make a habit 

of clearing debris from around your grates at least once a week. Encourage landscapers and 

maintenance crews to blow debris away from inlets rather than toward them. Regular cleaning 

ensures that rainwater can enter the system quickly and smoothly. 

Trim Overgrown Vegetation 

Plants near storm drains may seem harmless, but overgrown roots and falling leaves can clog 

or even crack underground pipes. Prune trees and shrubs back to keep vegetation from 

obstructing the system. Be especially cautious with fast-growing or invasive species, which can 

spread quickly and cause unexpected issues. 

Use Gutter Guards and Catch Basin Filters 

If your property includes rooftop drainage or large paved areas, adding gutter guards and catch 

basin filters can dramatically reduce the amount of debris entering your storm system. These 

simple additions are easy to install and make routine maintenance easier. By stopping debris at 

the source, you reduce the frequency and severity of blockages. 

Avoid Dumping Harmful Materials 

Never pour grease, chemicals, paint, or yard waste into a storm drain. These substances not 

only clog the system but also pollute natural waterways. Educate tenants or residents about 

proper disposal methods and ensure that waste bins are available and clearly marked. 

Responsible habits protect your property and the environment. 

Schedule Professional Inspections Twice a Year 

Even with consistent DIY care, a professional inspection offers peace of mind. Certified storm 

drain technicians can identify hidden problems using specialized tools like video scopes and 

hydro-pressure gauges. 

 

Schedule inspections in the spring before the rains start and again in the fall as the season 

winds down. Preventive diagnostics can help you avoid major repairs and keep your system 

running efficiently year-round. 

When to Call the Professionals: The Role of Jetting Services 

Sometimes, surface cleaning and minor maintenance aren’t enough. When storm drains 

develop internal blockages or long-term buildup, high-pressure jetting services provide a 

thorough solution that restores flow and performance. 



What Is Jetting? 

Jetting uses high-powered streams of water to clear obstructions inside drain lines. Unlike 

snaking, which breaks up blockages mechanically, jetting scrubs the interior of the pipes clean. 

It removes roots, sediment, grease, and hardened debris that traditional methods can’t reach. 

Jetting is safe for most types of storm drain infrastructure and delivers immediate results. 

When Jetting Becomes Necessary 

You should consider jetting if your drains experience recurring slowdowns, unexplained pooling, 

or have a history of clogs. If previous cleaning methods only offer short-term fixes, it’s likely time 

for a deeper clean. 

 

Properties with large parking lots, commercial kitchens, or significant landscaping debris benefit 

most from regular jetting. After a major storm or hurricane, jetting can also flush out anything 

washed into the system before it becomes a long-term problem. 

Benefits of Jetting Services 

Jetting delivers more than just clean pipes. It restores your entire system to full capacity, 

ensuring that water flows efficiently even during heavy rainfall. By removing all buildup, you 

reduce the risk of future clogs and extend the life of your infrastructure. 

 

Jetting is chemical-free, making it environmentally friendly, and it can often be completed in just 

a few hours. Compared to the cost of flood damage or emergency excavation, it’s a highly cost-

effective maintenance strategy. 

Benefits of Preventive Storm Drain Maintenance 

Taking a proactive approach to storm drain care does more than just keep your property dry. It 

offers lasting advantages that pay off all year long. 

Avoids Emergency Service Calls and Downtime 

When your storm drains fail, the situation can escalate quickly. Flooded driveways, inaccessible 

walkways, and backed-up basins demand urgent attention. Emergency service calls are not 

only expensive but also disruptive to daily operations. Preventive maintenance keeps your 

system ready to handle sudden weather events without interrupting your life or business. 

Improves Property Value and Curb Appeal 

Well-maintained drainage systems contribute to a cleaner, more attractive property. Overflowing 

water, muddy patches, and damaged landscaping leave a negative impression on visitors, 

tenants, or customers. Regular care shows that you value the appearance and functionality of 

your space. In competitive markets, these details matter. 



Protects Local Ecosystems from Polluted Runoff 

When stormwater picks up debris, chemicals, and waste, it eventually drains into nearby lakes, 

rivers, or estuaries. Clean drainage systems minimize the amount of pollution entering these 

bodies of water. You play a direct role in preserving Florida’s sensitive ecosystems, which are 

home to countless species and vital to tourism and recreation. 

Reduces Liability for Safety Hazards 

Standing water, slippery surfaces, and erosion all create liability risks. If someone trips, falls, or 

gets sick due to poorly maintained storm infrastructure, you could face lawsuits or insurance 

claims. Keeping your system in working order protects everyone who visits or uses your 

property. 

Helps Meet Environmental Compliance Standards 

Whether you're managing a commercial building or overseeing a residential community, 

environmental regulations often require proof of stormwater management. Maintenance logs, 

inspection reports, and jetting records show that you’re taking steps to remain compliant. 

Staying ahead of inspections means fewer surprises and greater operational confidence. 

 

 

 

Don't wait until floodwaters rise or debris clogs your drainage system—take control before the 

storm arrives. At Drainage Solutions Inc., we specialize in professional storm drain inspections, 

cleaning, and jetting services tailored for Florida's rainy season. Contact us today at (407) 282-

0881 to schedule a consultation and make sure your drains are ready for whatever the weather 

brings. 
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